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From  USDA  s  Economic  Research  Service  Fall 


ERS  Databases 


ThelJ.S.  Departmentof  Agriculture’s  Economic  Research  Service 
has  developed  a  series  of  computerized  databases  covering  impor¬ 
tant  elements  of  today’s  agribusiness  and  related  activities  here  and 
abroad.  A  free  catalog  with  descriptions  and  prices  for  each 
database  is  available  from  ERS. 


The  databases  are: 

Africa  Grain  Supply 
&  Utilization 

Agricultural  Oudook  Yearbook 

Conservation  Reserve  Program 

China’s  Agricultural  Statistics 

Dry  Beans 

Exchange  Rates 

Farm  &  Ranch  Irrigation 

Farm  Machinery  Statistics 

Farm  Real  Estate 

Feed  Grain 

Feed  Grain  Yearbook 

Fertilizer  Use 

Food,  Beverages,  &  Tobacco 
Foreign-Owned  Agricultural 
Land 

Fresh  Fruit  Prices  &  Marketing 
Spreads 

Fresh  Vegetable  Prices 
Irrigated  Farms 

Land  Improvement  Tax  Simulator 
Local  Government  Finances 
Middle  East  Grain  Supply 
&  Utilization 


National  Financial  Summary, 
1946-86 
Pesticide  Use 

Plant  Protection  &  Quarantine 
Program  Imports 
PL  480  &  Other 
Concessional  Exports 
Policy  Impact  Codes 
Poultry  &  Egg  Statistics 
Rural  Development 
Rural  Fire  Protection  Facilities 
Rural  Public  Water  System 
State  Financial  Summary,  1986 
U.S.  &  State  Agricultural  Data 
USSR  Grain  Harvesting 
Progress 

USSR  Grain  Seeding  Progress 
Value  of  Land  &  Buildings 
per  Acre 

Vegetable  Yearbook 
Weather  in  U.S.  Agriculture 
Wheat  Yearbook 
World  Production  Data 


For  a  copy  of  the 
database  catalog,  check 
the  box  on  page  3. 
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Free  from  ERS 


Use  the  coupon  below 


Deciding  Agricultural  Policy 

Concise,  timely  summaries  of  some  of  the  important  issues  facing  American  agriculture  help  explain  the 
complicated  twists  and  turns  of  a  farm  policy  decision  as  it  affects  producer  income,  consumer  and  government 
expenditures,  and  agriculture  as  an  industry.  Other  reports  look  at  the  background  to  these  policies,  including 
who  is  affected  and  how.  Check  off  the  titles  you  want  below: 


ISSUES 


Agriculture  and  Water  Quality— NEW 
Debt  Crisis  in  Developing  Countries  Hurts  U.S. 
Agriculture —  NEW 

U.S.  Grain  Imports  by  Developing  Countries 
Price  Parity:  An  Outdated  Farm  Policy  Tool? 
Choices  for  Implementing  the  Conservation  Reserve 
Assistance  for  Displaced  Farmers 
Economic  Growth,  Agricultural  Trade,  and 
Developmental  Assistance 
New  Approaches  to  Financing  Long-Term  Debt 
Trade  Liberalization  in  World  Farm  Markets 
Increased  Role  for  U.S.  Farm  Export  Programs 


Also  Free  from  ERS 

I - i  Generic  Certificates— NEW'— Estimates  that  the  costs  of 

issuing  generic  certificates  in  lieu  of  cash  were  5  percent 
above  cash  costs  during  fiscal  1987.  Because  of  the  large 
number  of  generic  certificates  exchanged  for  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation  stocks  and  the  high  cash  prices  for  corn 
and  wheat  during  the  1987/88  marketing  year,  the  costs  of 
issuing  generic  certificates  in  fiscal  1988  may  actually  have 
been  about  equal  to  the  costs  of  cash  payments. 


I - 1  1988  Agricultural  Chartbook.  An  overview  of  the  current 

economic  health  of  the  American  farm  sector,  in  easy-to- 
read  chart  formats. 

1  1  Consumer  Demand  for  Dairy  Products:  A  Summary 

Analysis.  Analyzes  the  1980’s  upturn  in  per  capita 
consumption  of  dairy  production  in  the  United  States.  Per 
capita  U.S.  consumption  of  all  dairy  products  in  the  United 
States  first  trended  downward,  then  stagnated  for  the  first 
two  decades  prior  to  the  1980’s. 


Challenges  in  Designing  U.S.  Farm  Policy 
Effects  of  Monetary  and  Fiscal  Policy  on  U.S. 
Agriculture 

Mandatory  Production  Controls 
Redistributing  U.S.  Farm  Program  Benefits 
The  Policy  Web  Affecting  Agriculture 


BACKGROUND 


Agricultural  Work  Force  Households:  How  Much  Do 
They  Depend  on  Farming?— NEW 


□  Food  Costs.. .From  Farm  to  Retail.  Retail  food  prices  last 
year  rose  more  than  in  other  recent  years.  Food  prices,  as 
measured  by  the  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI),  rose  4.1 
percent,  up  from  the  3.2-percent  rise  in  1986.  The  increase 
was  the  largest  since  1981  when  the  rate  of  inflation  slowed 
sharply. 

I - 1  Farming-Dependent  Counties  and  the  Financial  Well- 

Being  of  Farm  Operator  Households.  Describes  the 
general  characteristics  of  areas  that  differ  by  their  depend¬ 
ence  on  farming  as  an  economic  base  and  examines  the 
financial  conditions  of  farms  in  those  areas. 

I  I  Surplus  Crop  Production  and  the  Small  Reclamation 
Projects  Act.  Explores  the  apparent  conflict  between 
USDA  commodity  programs  and  Interior’s  subsidies  for 
irrigation  water,  but  finds  relatively  little  waste  of 
Government  funds. 


1  1  Please  send  me  a  copy  of  the  ERS  database  catalog.  NOTE:  Use  this  order  form  for  publications 

on  this  page  ONLY. 

1  I  Please  add  my  name  to  the  mailing  list  for  REPORTS. 


MAIL  THIS  ORDER  FORM  TO: 

'(J  ERS/USDA 

Information  Staff 

Room  208,  1301  New  York  Avenue  NW 
Washington,  DC  20005-4788 


Name 

Organization 

Address 

EXCHANGE  Ret 

City,  State,  Zip 
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Use  the  GPO  order  form  on  page  5. 


New  from  ERS 


The  Nonmetro  Elderly: 
Economic  and  Demographic 
Status,  by  Nina  Glasgow. 
RDRR-70.  35  pp.  June  1988. 
$2.00. 

A  disproportionate  share  of  the 
U.S.  elderly  population  lives  in 
nonmetro  areas  and  has  sub¬ 
stantially  more  poverty  than  the 
metro  elderly.  The  nonmetro 
elderly’s  poverty  rate  was  21 
percent  in  1980  versus  13  per¬ 
cent  for  metro  elderly,  while 
median  incomes  were  $4,111 
versus  $5,003.  Suggests  the 
need  for  increased  long-term 
care,  welfare,  and  local  planning 
to  meet  the  elderly’s  needs  in 
rural  areas. 


4Ti  Recent  Financial  Gains 

W  Helping  Farmers  Withstand 

»  Drought 


Recent  Financial  Gains  Help¬ 
ing  Farmers  Withstand 
Drought,  by  Gregory  Hanson, 
Richard  Kodl,  and  Gary 
Lucier.  AIB-543.  August  1988. 

12  pp.  $1.00. 

Reviews  key  farm  financial  in¬ 
dicators,  examines  trends  in 
Government  payments  and  the 
upturn  in  farm  exports,  and  . 
compares  the  economic  well¬ 
being  of  livestock  farms  with 
those  of  cash  grain  farms.  Re¬ 
bounding  livestock  returns, 
lower  production  costs,  recent¬ 
ly  rising  land  prices,  increased 
lender  stability,  and  fewer  tax- 
driven  incentives  to  borrow  and 
invest  are  among  the  factors 
that  eased  farm  financial  stress 
in  1987,  and  are  helping  some 
farmers  affected  by  the 
drought. 
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The  U.S.  Soybean  Industry, 

by  James  Schaub,  W.C. 
McArthur,  Duane  Hacklander, 
Joseph  Glauber,  Mack  Leath, 
and  Harry  Doty.  AER-588. 
May  1988.  51  pp.  $2.75. 


U.S.  soybean  production  has 
increased  sevenfold  since  1950, 
making  soybeans  the  second 
highest  valued  crop  after  corn. 
This  report  describes  the  U.S. 
soybean  industry  from  pro¬ 
ducers  to  consumers  and  pro¬ 
vides  a  single  source  of 
economic  and  statistical  infor¬ 
mation  on  soybeans. 


&  ===•  How  the  Dollar's 
Value  Affects  U.S. 
Farm  Exports  to 
Developing  Countries 


How  the  Dollar’s  Value 
Affects  U.S.  Farm  Exports  to 
Developing  Countries,  by 
Mary  E.  Burfisher.  FAER-237. 
July  1988.  20  pp.  $1.50. 

U.S.  exports  may  not 
necessarily  increase  when  the 
dollar  falls  on  the  world 
market.  This  finding  conflicts 
with  conventional  thinking  that 
a  weaker  dollar  means  more 
demand  for  U.S.  products 
because  they  become  less  ex¬ 
pensive  than  goods  from  coun¬ 
tries  with  stronger  currencies. 
This  report  measures  the  effects 
of  changes  in  currency  ex¬ 
change  rates  from  1980  to 
early  1987  on  the  import¬ 
buying  power  of  14  developing 
countries. 


The  Soviet  Livestock  Sector: 
Performance  and  Prospects, 

by  Edward  C.  Cook. 

FAER-235.  33  pp.  June  1988. 
$1.75. 

Increases  in  USSR  livestock 
production  exceeded  population 
growth  during  1965-85,  but 
production  did  not  keep  pace 
with  growth  in  consumer 
demand.  This  report  analyzes 
Soviet  attempts  to  modernize 
livestock  production  since  1965 
and  the  results  and  costs  of 
those  attempts.  The  Soviet 
Union  should  maintain  the 
1983-87  livestock  production 
growth  rate  (nearly  3  percent 
per  year)  into  the  1990's.  Costs 
of  production  are  expected  to 
continue  increasing,  but  at  a 
slower  rate  than  in  the  1970’s. 


In  1984,  it  took  longer  to  raise  livestock  in  the  USSR, 
and  average  cattle  slaughter  weights  were  lower 


Average  birth-to-slaughter  times,  1984 

Months 
40 

30 

20 

10 

0 

Cattle  Hogs 


Average  slaughter  weights,  1984 
Kilograms  Kilograms 


4 


Reports 


GPO  Coupon 


Qty.  Title 


Stock  no.  Price  Qty.  Title 


Stock  no.  Price 


How  the  Dollar’s  Value  Affects  U.S. 
Farm  Exports  to  Developing 
Countries 

001-019-00593-9 

$1.50 

Recent  Financial  Gains  Helping 
Farmers  Withstand  Drought 

001-019-00592-1 

$1.00 

The  Nonmetro  Elderly:  Economic 
and  Demographic  Status 

001-019-00570-0 

$2.00 

The  Soviet  Livestock  Sector: 
Performance  and  Prospects 

001-019-00587-4 

$1.75 

The  U.S.  Soybean  Industry 

001-019-00584-0 

$2.75 

HOW  TO  ORDER 

Check  the  title  of  each  publication  you  wish  to  order.  Calculate 
the  total  charges  and  enter  below.  Allow  6  weeks 

for  processing.  Foreign  air  mail  information  available 
from  GPO.  For  faster  service,  call  GPO  at  (202)  783-3238. 
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Coming  from  ERS 


Characteristics  of  Irrigated  Agriculture  in  the  United  States,  by 
John  Hanchar. 

Productivity  and  Erodibility  of  U.S.  Cropland,  by  Ralph 
Heimlich. 

The  U.S.  Broiler  Industry,  by  Floyd  Lasley,  Harold  Jones, 
Edward  Easterling,  and  Lee  Christensen. 

Financial  Performance  of  Specialized  Rice  Farms  in  the  South, 
by  Robert  Dubman,  Mary  Ahearn,  Gregory  Hanson,  and 
William  Lin. 

Food  Marketing  Review,  1987. 


Recent  Financial  Gains  Helping  Farmers  Withstand  Drought,  by 
Gregory  Hanson,  Richard  Kodl,  and  Gary  Lucier. 

The  U.S.  Farm  Sector:  How  Agricultural  Exports  Are  Shaping 
Rural  Economies  in  the  1980’s,  by  Judith  E.  Sommer  and  Fred 
K.  Hines. 

Federal  and  State  Regulations  of  Food  Product  Safety  and 
Quality,  by  Julie  A.  Caswell. 

Food  Cost  Review,  1987,  by  Denis  Dunham. 
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Get  these  timely  reports  from  USDA ’s 

Economic  Research  Service 


Agricultural  Outlook.  Presents  USDA’s  farm  income  and  food 
price  forecasts.  Emphasizes  the  short-term  outlook,  but  also 
presents  long-term  analyses  of  issues  ranging  from  international 
trade  to  U.S.  land  use  and  availability.  11  issues  annually. 

Farmline.  Concise,  fact-filled  articles  focus  on  economic 
conditions  facing  farmers,  how  the  agricultural  environment  is 
changing,  and  the  causes  and  consequences  of  those  changes  for 
farm  and  rural  people.  11  issues  annually. 

National  Food  Review.  Offers  the  latest  developments  in  food 
prices,  product  safety,  nutrition  programs,  consumption  patterns, 
and  marketing.  4  issues  annually. 

Economic  Indicators  of  the  Farm  Sector.  Updates  economic 
trends  in  U.S.  agriculture.  Each  issue  explores  a  different  aspect 
of  income  and  expenses;  national  and  State  financial  summaries, 
production  and  efficiency  statistics,  costs  of  production,  and  an 
annual  overview.  5  issues  annually. 

Rural  Development  Perspectives.  Crisp,  nontechnical  articles 
on  the  results  of  new  rural  research  and  what  those  results 
mean.  3  issues  annually. 

The  Journal  of  Agricultural  Economics  Research.  Technical 
research  in  agricultural  economics,  including  econometric 
models  and  statistics  focusing  on  methods  employed  and  results 
of  USDA  economic  research.  4  issues  annually. 

Foreign  Agricultural  Trade  of  the  United  States.  Updates  the 
quantity  and  value  of  U.S.  farm  exports  and  imports,  plus  price 
trends.  8  issues  annually. 

Situation  and  Outlook  Reports.  These  reports  provide  analyses 
and  forecasts  of  all  major  agricultural  commodities  and  related 
topics  such  as  finance,  farm  inputs,  land  values,  and  world  and 
regional  developments.  See  order  form  for  titles. 


-i 


These  periodicals  bring  you  the  latest  information  on  food,  the  farm,  and  rural  America  to  help  keep 
your  expertise  up-to-date.  Order  these  periodicals  today  to  get  the  latest  facts,  figures,  trends,  and 
issues  from  ERS.  Use  the  order  form  on  page  7. 
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ERS  Order  Form 


Agricultural  Outlook 
Farmline 

National  Food  Review 

Economic  Indicators  of  the  Farm  Sector 

Rural  Development  Perspectives 

Foreign  Agricultural  Trade  of  the  United  States 

The  Journal  of  Agricultural  Economics  Research 

Situation  and  Outlook  Reports: 

Agricultural  Exports  (4  per  year) 

Agricultural  Income  and  Finance  (4  per  year) 

Agricultural  Resources  (5  per  year,  each  devoted  to  one  topic, 
including  Inputs,  Agricultural  Land  Values  and  Markets,  and 
Cropland,  Water,  and  Conservation.) 

Aquaculture  (2  per  year) 

Cotton  and  Wool  (4  per  year) 

Dairy  (5  per  year) 

Feed  (4  per  year) 

Fruit  and  Tree  Nuts  (4  per  year) 

Livestock  and  Poultry  (6  per  year  plus  2  supplements) 

Oil  Crops  (4  per  year) 

Rice  (3  per  year) 

Sugar  and  Sweetener  (4  per  year) 

Tobacco  (4  per  year) 

Vegetables  and  Specialties  (3  per  year) 

Wheat  (4  per  year) 

World  Agriculture  (3  per  year) 

World  Agriculture  Reaionals  (4  per  year) 

Supplement  your  subscription  to  World  Agriculture  with 

these  four  annuals:  Western  Europe,  Pacific  Rim,  China,  and  USSR. 


1  year 

2  years 

3  years 

$22 

$43 

$63 

$11 

$21 

$30 

$10 

$19 

$27 

$12 

$23 

$33 

$9 

$17 

$24 

$20 

$39 

$57 

$7 

$13 

$18 

$10 

$19 

$27 

$10 

$19 

$27 

$10 

$19 

$27 

$10 

$19 

$27 

$10 

$19 

$27 

$10 

$19 

$27 

$10 

$19 

$27 

$10 

$19 

$27 

$15 

$29 

$42 

$10 

$19 

$27 

$10 

$19 

$27 

$10 

$19 

$27 

$10 

$19 

$27 

$10 

$19 

$27 

$10 

$19 

$27 

$10 

$19 

$27 

$10 

$19 

$27 

For  fastest  service,  call  (301)  953-2515 


Name _ 

Organization  _ 

Address _ 

City,  State,  Zip _ 

Daytime  phone  ( _ ) 


I  Mail  this  form  to: 

1  ! 

1  USDA-ERS 

I  P.O.  Box  1608 
j  Rockville,  MD  20850  \ 


Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  payable  to  ERS  for  $ _ .  Please  bill  me 

Use  only  checks  drawn  on  U.S.  banks,  cashier’s  checks,  or  international  money  orders. 
Make  payable  to  USDA-ERS.  Add  25  percent  extra  for  shipments  to  foreign  addresses. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
ECONOMIC  RESEARCH  SERVICE 
1301  NEW  YORK  AVENUE,  N.  W. 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  20005-4788 


OFFICIAL  BUSINESS 
PENALTY  FOR  PRIVATE  USE,  $300 


Available  from  NTIS 


The  following  ERS  reports  are  available  from  the  National  Technical  Information  Service.  Prices  shown  are  for 
paper  copy;  all  reports  are  also  available  in  microfiche  at  $6.95  each.  Add  $3  for  handling  each  order,  and  mail 
to  National  Technical  Information  Service,  5285  Port  Royal  Road,  Springfield,  VA  22161. 


Farm  Programs  Slow  Technology-Induced  Decline  in  Land's 
Importance.  Susan  Offutt  and  Robbin  Shoemaker.  TB-1745. 
May  1988.  5  pp.  $9.95. 

Transfer  Payments  and  Investment  Income  in  the  Nonmetro 
United  States.  Susan  E.  Bentley.  RDRR-71.  June  1988.  15  pp. 
$12.95. 

Financial  Performance  of  Specialized  Cotton  Farms.  Mary  C. 
Ahearn,  Robert  Dubman,  and  Gregory  Hanson.  AIB-538.  May 
1988.  16  pp.  $12.95. 

The  Value  of  the  Dollar  and  Competitiveness  of  U.S.  Wheat 
Exports:  Further  Evidence.  Stephen  L.  Haley  and  Barry 
Krissoff.  Staff  Report  AGES880218.  May  1988.  13  pp.  $9.95. 

Land  Use  Change  in  Fast  Growth  Counties:  Analysis  of  Study 
Methods.  Marlow  Vesterby.  Staff  Report  AGES880510.  June 
1988.  33  pp.  $12.95. 


The  Conservation  Title  of  the  Food  Security  Act  of  1985: 
Challenge  of  a  Multiple-Objective  Program.  Clayton  W.  Ogg. 
Staff  Report  AGES880413.  June  1988.  12  pp.  $9.95. 

U.S.  Rice  Production  Costs:  Workshop  Proceedings.  Staff 
Report  AGES880509.  July  1988.  139  pp.  $19.95. 

Trade  and  Development:  Proceedings  of  the  Winter  1986 
Meeting  of  the  International  Agricultural  Trade  Research 
Consortium.  Mathew  Shane,  ed.  Staff  Report  AGES870928.  July 
1988.  173  pp.  $19.95. 

Commodity  Prices  and  Interest  Rates  Influence  Acceptable 
Levels  of  Soil  Erosion.  Bengt  Hyberg.  Staff  Report 
AGES880627.  July  1988.  16  pp.  $9.95. 

Foreign  Agricultural  Trade  of  the  United  States,  Calendar  Year 
1987:  Supplementary  Tables.  Mary  L.  Fant.  Staff  Report 
AGES880706.  July  1988.  296  pp.  $25.95. 


Modeling  Dynamic  Adjustment  in  a  Multi-Output  Framework. 
Utpal  Vasavada  and  V.  Eldon  Ball.  Staff  Report  AGES880205. 
June  1988.  14  pp.  $9.95. 


U.S.  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Processing  Industries.  Katharine  C. 
Buckley,  Shannon  R.  Hamm,  Ben  Huang,  and  Glenn  Zepp. 
Staff  Report  AGES880216.  August  1988.  217  pp.  $25.95. 


Targeting  of  U.S.  Agricultural  Export  Subsidies:  A  Theoretical 
Analysis.  Stephen  L.  Haley.  Staff  Report  AGES880203.  June 
1988.  39  pp.  12.95. 


Economic  Welfare  Analysis:  An  Application  to  the  SWOPSIM 
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